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Bas Kitzvah Speech

Debra Elkin

Shabbat Shalom ! Welcome, family and friends to

my Bas Mitzvah.

Tororrow we will read the portion from the Torah called
Va'yarah. 1In this portion we learn about the character of
our father Abraham and his faith in God. We also learn
something about good and evilJ!a- B GMAES  SAINNNNYY
Pt 8. Pevnovesh, family responsibilities, the education
of children, and how God works. The portion is just jan-
packed with lessons and theres. I will try to concentraté

on one.

The Rabbis say that the carth is supported on three
pillars, '

L} study of Torah; meaning learning and knowledﬁ&
Avodah; meaning service of God.
and G'milles Hasadim; meaning acts of lovingliindnese.
N""Pictllre for a minute a ball sitting on top of a
tripod. If one of the legs should fail, the ball would
fall to the ground. If the ball were the earth, the
absence of one of the three legs - Torah, service of God,

or lovingkindness - could mean the downfall of the earth.
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Abraham inmpressed God because he exemplified all

three pillars.

As for Torah - Abraham knew instinctively what God
required. e knew God's commandments. Not only did he
teach them to his children and household - he lived them,
Lot and his family were saved frorm destruction becuuse
Lot was raised in Abraham's household and because of his
uncle's righteousness - not his own. Also, Abraham was
not being disrespectfull when he questioned God's judgement
concerning Sodom and Gommorah. He was just trying to
understand the nature of God. And, he learncd Gew oW
vevdenwnn MDY adldh O that God is forgiving if
wrongdoers will try to change their ways.

As for Avodah- Service of God - Abraham served God with
his whole body. It was natural for him. He did not even have
to think when action was necessary. God tested Abraham in
many ways and Abraham passed then all. Consider the extreme
test of Abraham - the binding of Isaac, his son and the son
of his wife Sarah. I was surprised to learn that Isaac was
37 years‘old when God asked Abraham to offer him as u
sacrifice, Can you imagine the sadness and at the same tine
the complete faith of both father and son - the faith of
Abraham in God and the faith of Isaac in both God and his
father? This incident shows also the nature of God because
it shows God's demand of obedience to his commandments

rather than human sacrifice.
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And finally, Abraham practiced G'milles Hasadim -
acts of lovingkindness - by his hospitality, especially
toward strangers, as in the story of the three angels
which opens the portion. God appeared to Abraham just
before the angels arrived with three messages for him.
Abraham immediately turned his attention from God to
greet and éntéertain the strangers - his guests. This
may seem to be disrespectful but the rabbis disagree.
His lovingkindness is also seen in his pleading with
God to save Sodom and Gommorah, by his blessing of Abirelech

who threatened the sanctity of his family, and by his distress

at the sending away of his son Yishmael.

Let's concentrate on man's kindness toward his fellow
man. Bach of us should ask ourselves a question. ifow do
I fulfill this important responsibility? Do I Give charity?
Do I visit the sick? Am I kind to animals? Do I think
about others or do I think only of myself?

In his book Ethics From Sinai Mr Irving Bunim, who by
the way is not a rabbi, discusses the Study of Torah, Service_

of God, and Acts of Lovingkindness.

First of all, to be a complete and balanced Jew all
three activities must be practiced. Attending religious
services does not excuse a person from giving charity and
vice ~ versa. The study of Torah must lead to the actual
observance and fulfillment of the commandments. The Torah

contains 613 commandments which we call mitzvahs.
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In Torah the mind is challenged - the process of
learning is put into motion. In other words you use
your intellect in the spirit of the concept that man

was made in the image of God.

In Avodah - speech is the important feature as we express
ourselves in prayer. Avodah requires the use of your mouth

and the use of your heart.

In G'milles Hasadim - action, the pérformancé of good

deeds, is important.

Unlike the first two terms, G'milles Hasadim has a
piural ending. The rabbis take this to rean that all acts
o not only
of lovingkindness work in two ways. The mitzvahﬁpeneflts

U
the one who receives ssw also the one who gives.

Tven the poets have commented on this. Shakespeare,
also
windde not a rabbi, said:

"The quality of mercy is twice blessed; it blesses

him that gives and him that takes."

If we had the hearts and minds, the devotion and
dedication as did Abraham and Sarah, it seéms to me there
would be more happiness in the world., The world wouhiSuchY °

rest securely on a sound foundation.

And this is my hope and prayer, I want to remember the
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character of our father Abruha%hand hope that I can
continue trying my best to be sensitive to the needs
of others, be ready and willing to‘help those not as
fortunate, and not be afraid to show my concern when things
are not as they should be. I understand that I must

continue to learn about my religion and always remember

to serve God,

I must thank my parents, family, rabbis, and teachers
for giving me a great start. As I grow physically,
intellectually, and spiritually from this point on,

I will be more and more on my own. I hope I will succeed

in bringing much joy and nachas to my family and friends.

I would like to close by paraphrasing a prayer from
the Siddur which is recited at the end of the Silent

Meditation in the morning service which begins with the

Hebrew words - Dis-e; plk‘,

l'ay the Almighty grant us the love and wisdom to
perform deeds of lovingkindness for all people throughout
the world and bless us with peace at all times, ani let

us say, Amen,




